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Gaslamp Quarter Fact Sheet & Highlights

General Information

A rare historic neighborhood located in the midst of a burgeoning downtown, the Gaslamp Quarter is comprised of 16 ½ city blocks functioning as San Diego’s premier destination for shopping, dining and entertainment. Located steps from the San Diego Convention Center, San Diego Padres Ballpark, Horton Plaza and Seaport Village, the Gaslamp Quarter includes 94 Victorian Era buildings constructed as early as 1880, and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. “The Gaslamp” as it is referred to locally, offers sightseeing, nightlife, dining, shopping, accommodations and entertainment, and surrounds visitors with the sights, sounds and experiences of an historic business district in an exciting urban environment. 

Shopping

Shoppers will find approximately 100 Gaslamp shops, boutiques and merchants: purveyors of everything from delicate blown glass, high fashion apparel and accessories, specialty items, souvenirs, vintage clothes, fine art, one of a kind items, and home furnishings. Most shops in the Gaslamp don’t open till 11 am but many stay open until 9pm or later daily.

Dining
There are more than 150 restaurants and nightclubs in the immediate area, in & around the Gaslamp Quarter National Historic District. Taste tapas, fresh fish, fusion and the flavors of many regions of Italy.  Enjoy Irish pubs, Barbeque, Thai, Indian, Persian and assorted international flavors.  A variety of steakhouses are available, in addition to extremely popular sushi sources and the full range of American cuisine. Menus are typically posted at the door for diners to walk up and consider their options. On weekends, the later it is, the busier it gets - so advise visitors to make reservations if they plan to arrive at a restaurant past 8 pm.  A complete listing of restaurants, nightclubs and shopping can be found at www.gaslamp.org.

Lifestyle

Lawyers, accountants, marketing specialists, computer consultants and other professionals both live and work in the Gaslamp, utilizing each historic building as if it were built yesterday. Downtown San Diego’s professionals, entrepreneurs, residents and development agencies have transformed the area into a 24 hour live, work and play community with all the amenities for residences, businesses and visitors.  Many small business owners have completely eliminated their commute to work by living and working in the same space.  A growing residential base has prompted yet another major economic revitalization in the Gaslamp and motivated businesses with a keen eye to the future to relocate in the Gaslamp Quarter.

Theaters, Galleries and Nightlife

The Gaslamp blends the romance of Victorian style architecture with upscale Modernism to create a vibrant kind of magic.  Take in a movie, enjoy live theater or visit a fine art gallery.  Every night of the week there is something happening, from special events to dancing, wine tastings to dinner shows, and karaoke to club-hopping, the Gaslamp Quarter truly is the heart of nightlife in San Diego. 


Special Events

Join San Diegans in celebrating major events such as Mardi Gras in the Gaslamp, St Patrick’s Day, The KiFM Jazz Festival and the Taste of Gaslamp. In addition, nightclubs, art galleries, restaurants and merchants have fun and charitable events nearly every night throughout the year. Check with a specific location for their event calendar and register at www.gaslamp.org to receive special offers, an online newsletter and up to the minute special event information.

VIP Experiences Nightlife in the Gaslamp is world class. The Hollywood glitterati flock to San Diego for events like Comic-Con or elite after-parties from their national tours. There are big name appearances regularly and all the fanfare that goes with it.  Our nightclubs feature state of the art sound systems, fantastic décor and that “See and be scene” atmosphere. Red Carpet arrivals, private cabanas & exclusive VIP Bottle service are available at all of our finest locations. Clubs have VIP hosts that attend to every detail, so planners can make the call and then relax. Major events like Mardi Gras also have VIP programs so guests can enjoy privileges at every turn.
Block parties The Gaslamp Quarter frequently hosts the playful aspects of conferences, meetings and conventions. Our antique streets can be closed for private functions with our unique urban backdrop. Our Gaslamp restaurants and event planning companies are readily available to craft a magical night for large groups. Lively group dining, concerts, film premiers, “Dine-Arounds”, scavenger hunts and other team building activities also await.

Parking, Directions and Information 

The Gaslamp Quarter is easily accessible from anywhere within downtown by foot, public transportation (619.233.3004), or by car and from off Interstate 5, Hwy 163 or Hwy 94.  Park at a surface lot, at a parking meter, or one of our preferred structures “Park-It-On-Market” parking garage between 6th & 7th on Market St and the “6th & K Parkade” accessible from both 6th & 7th Avenues south of K St.  Comprehensive information about the Gaslamp Quarter including directions are available online at www.gaslamp.org. Or call the Gaslamp Quarter Association offices at 619.233.5227.

Walking Tours

The Gaslamp Quarter Historical Foundation hosts an informative tour of the area highlighting the history, architecture and stories that have made the Gaslamp famous. Walk the Gaslamp Quarter with an experienced docent who knows the ins and outs of the downtown area.  Tours are Saturday at 11am. Wear comfortable shoes and bring your camera. Senior and military discounts are available. Call 619.233.4692 for reservations and more information. Information on other types of tours including Segway and dining tours is also available online at www.gaslamp.org
Gaslamp Museum
Once a private residence, a hospital and a bed and breakfast, the William Heath Davis House is now a museum telling the story of different time periods in its history. Each room is decorated in periods significant to the history of the house.  Assembled in 1850 at State and F Streets, it has now been moved to the corner of 4th and Island Avenues (410 Island Ave) to be home to the Gaslamp Quarter Historical Foundation.  Tours of the William Heath Davis House are available Tues - Sun 11am to 3pm.  Call ahead for reservations and information: 619.233.4692.

History

Gambling, prostitution, violence and opium dens were prevalent in the Gaslamp Quarter during the turn of the century.  A previous name of the Gaslamp Quarter is the Stingaree District, called that because of the moral and monetary sting one would encounter after visiting during the area and referencing the stingrays in nearby Mission Bay. Mixed in among settlers who came in droves were tourists who crowded the train lines so much that some weekend vacationers didn't make it home to Los Angeles until Tuesday or Wednesday. Another big draw for the city was its close proximity to Tijuana where one was sure to find prize fights, bear and bull fights, and all varieties of gambling.

A major part of the Stingaree District is included in the footprint of the Gaslamp Quarter. Officers patrolling the area would not venture far apart, as the level of danger was pronounced in San Diego's red light district. Many of the restaurants and dance halls were open 24 hours and their business was best from midnight until 3:00 am.

Adalaska Pearson, in his oral history from the San Diego Historical Society dated 1928, described the scene as "crazy with gambling fever developed from fortunes made in real estate, saloons and gambling houses." He also added that "Crime was rampant. Murder, theft, robbery, fights and general licentiousness was the order of the day, hold-ups were a daily occurrence." But this type of frenzied activity didn't last too long as a period of dormancy soon came to the overheated and overpopulated area and the boom became a bust struggling economically until after the 1970’s.

Personalities

Alonzo Horton represented the pioneering spirit of those who changed San Diego into the beautiful seaside city it is today.  Arriving in 1867, he used creativity, practicality and intuitive business sense to transform a place nicknamed “rabbitville” (its chief inhabitants were rabbits) into a planned fledgling business district. After Horton bought the land for present day downtown and successfully developed it, San Diegans referred to it as New Town. It was a counterpart to Old Town and an exciting new piece of land that could be easily developed as it did not have any previous stakeholders.  Horton sold his New Town lots so fast he complained about handling the large amounts of money, but he made his dream of brisk business a reality by spending money on the infrastructure necessary for trade and commerce.


Wyatt Earp characterized the individualistic frontier spirit during the building boom in San Diego and California occurring at the turn of the century.  His time in San Diego (1880’s) was spent as a “capitalist” (gambler), saloon and gambling hall owner, and boxing referee, while all the time carrying the reputation as the sheriff who cleaned up Dodge and killed numerous men in Tombstone. His legacy and lifestyle captured American and San Diegan imaginations, as he came from a time when the West was still wild and San Diego had a part to play in it.



Ah Quin (1848-1914) personified New Town’s contribution to the role many ethnic minorities would play in the development of San Diego.  He bridged cultural gaps between the American and Asian-American community and was labeled as the unofficial “Mayor of Chinatown” in response to his work in settling disputes involving Asian Americans and his efforts to improve living conditions in his neighborhood.  In addition, his legacy profoundly affected the Asian American community internally, and was a major factor in the establishment of the Asian Thematic District which overlaps a portion of the Gaslamp Quarter today.


Recent History
In 1982 the Gaslamp Quarter became a major redevelopment project area of the City of San Diego.  Several developers and restoration experts were encouraged to continue restoring the Gaslamp’s Victorian buildings.  This led to one of the most profound joint urban preservation efforts in San Diego history and capped a downtown revitalization effort which has successfully transformed a once troubled area.


Today, residential dwellings in downtown San Diego are increasing at an unprecedented rate.  The housing mix includes modern townhouses, condominiums and many refurbished historic lofts.  With this influx of new residential spaces and the desire to re-use historic structures, the Gaslamp Quarter Association works to maintain continuity between progressive architectural design and the rich variety of historic styles.  These historic buildings, many of which were built between 1873 and 1930 are still standing in varying degrees of authenticity, but important as part of the rich heritage of the Gaslamp Quarter.


Architecture

A long list of historic architectural styles in the Gaslamp Quarter feature Victorian, Academic Classical, Baroque Revival, Romanesque Revival, Italianate, Classical Revival, Richardsonian, and Modern. The majority of the Gaslamp’s historic buildings are classified as Victorian and were built near the turn of the century.  Many were designed by renowned San Diego architects such as the Reid brothers (Hotel Del Coronado), Irving Gill, and William Templeton Johnson.  A full map with pictures and descriptions of the most historically significant buildings can be found at www.gaslampquarter.org.
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